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The humble Petition of bY Onnert oa TY f F- 
| the Town of [fcthamn is the Colinty of F 


beweth, 


Hat the Earl of Bedford, Edward Ruſſel Eſq; ; 

Eſq qz and Ribert Coftle Elq; z In truſt ke Furl O 

pants 'afid adyaptarerbby vertueof alate At of Parliament, 
Id cheykiave drained your Petitioners Fens , conſiſting of! a- 

f500 acres; and by an Adjudication , 1s we ate informed by 

zof the Commiſſioners mentioned in the ſaid Att; have Ditch- 
to themſelves about 940 actes of your Petitioner: ſaid Fens, 

re in poſſeſſion thereof. 


Your Petitioners wil make it appear unto your Honors That, 3 
1 fed 4 


rary to the Law of Got y the 4 id Aﬀparties| incereſſed are 
ted Judges. . & WE; > WR 

That the {aid AQi is deftruftivery Propriety , for, by it, the 

dmiſſioners (who for ought we know are Judges and Parties) 

rt jpowred to take away onr'Eſtates without our conſents, and 
»1t.. | dV >, 2) Th 

Ur enaas impoſſibilities,and cablcies, as, chie land tobe drain- 

Thich was never drowned, and that hurtfully ſurrounded which 


tered b y overflowing. ' 
; We love not been uſed like Engliſh-men, for contrary to the 
; lamental Laws of che Land, we aredifſleiſed of our ans 


jd by our witneſſes upon Oath, gr by Veſts orbFJem 
pourhood.c. $a ; : 
Y* we. as , ty by | 4 - _—_ as 3. oe 
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* — ine beginning] «Mit r acat» when viy fem off 
teiber _—_ nad in this projJea, In their fir ſt and grand VO 
mofiſtrance 164r. In the lil-- C«tT 1 this draining of us by fordfff® 
was declared, -4 1njuftice , oppreſſion, violence, projett and grifff 
wance, and in more exprels words, Thus, large quantities of Cog 
mons, and Severals have been taken away from the Subje& by cob 
tour of the Stacute of Improvement;and by the abuſe of the ComiſF 
fron of Sewers, without their conſents, and againſt it : yet this lat 
Ac for Draining hath ratified and confirmed all thoſe agrievance 
and oppreſſions which the people ſuffered concerning draining i 
the Kinps time. The caule of all this 1s plain and clear; which was 
becauſe there were ſo many Parliament men parties intereclle 
when the laid AQ was palling, 
The Premiſes conſidered, the humble deſeres of your Petitidners any 
1. That we may enjoy our Proprieties,and that(according to the Sth 
tute of Improvement of 4.3 Eliz. Cap. 11. wherein is proviſu 
made ſufficient for any undertaking for draining whatſoever 
your Petitioners may be at liberty to make. the beſt of their owl 
And that you will be pleaſed to conſider of our Exceptions again 
The late AG for Draining, forthe repealing thereof, whichl 
bumbly tener berewith unto your Honenrs. © 
« That our adverſaries may not be enabled by their illegal poſſe 
on of our Eftates, to wage Law with us with our own Reven 
by receiving this Summers profit of onr ſaid Fens, For prevel 
tion whereof, we humbly crave your Honors Order for our ſpeet 
re-poſſeſſron of our ſaid Grounds, having already received Þ 
leaſt 5o0l, damage by the undertakers pernicious new Ditches 
eur ſaid Fens. 


And your Petitioners 
ſhall pray, @*c, 


Exceptidi/ 


FExceptions taken toalate Act of Parliament, intituled | 
; An A& for the Draining the great Level off the Fens, 


| He firſt Exception is againſt the Title of the AQ, wiz. An 
(F T AG} for Draining the great Level of the Fent, extending it 
elf, &c : 
x / vel are many fallacies couched under this word Lewel. Furſt 
it is an £quzvocal word, and hath two fſignifications; | 
af Asfilt, che great Level, ſignifiesa bareflat, whether dry or 
«da drowne.. 
The undertakers cannot mean dryland ; for how can that Land 
md be drained which was never drowned ? Therefore by the Under. 
i takers meaning, itmuſt be ſuch Land as is really hurtfully farroun- 
ded, which are 300000 acres. 
r& The next fallacicin the word Lewel, is, begging of the Queſti - 
on.. Taking for granted that 300090 acres are the Level hurtfully 
ſurrounded ; which in truth ace not. 
F Thechird fallacie is, the ignorance of a contradiftion. Azit 
Ks the great Level ; and not the great Level in divers reſpe&s. 
* As firſt it is a great Flat or Level, butnot fuch a enc as is 
Fhurcfully ſurrounded; for it will be, pgoved many thouſands of 
= acres were never drowned,thoulands of acres not hurtfully ſurroun.. - | 
& ded, bur bettered by overflowing : thaxſands of acres are Ofier, || 
FRecd, Sedg, So dednfteli- Sremtfed Laing; the greathLevel will 
J bem ch leſſened. | 
The fourth fallacie in the. word Level, is joynipg ſuch Lands 
Jtogether, that ought to be devided, or calling Good Evill, and 
Evil Good, Ascalling dry ground', and Land bettered by o- 
{ yerflowing , the Level, or burifully ſurrounded, which words are. 
convertible; j 
| Asfor inſtance, inthe Town of Iſlcham , which contain 25 00, || 
Facres of Fens, we have 1200 acres dry Land, andanother cunſide- } 
F A2 rable |} 


(4 
| derable part of the ſaid Fens are bettered by overflowing. Yell 
| the Undertakers take 9g3o acres out of the 2500 acres for draining} 
| So being Judges and parties,* the Undertakers have mis-ſtated th 
Level. 

The ſecond Exception is againſt the Preamble of the aid 
Act, vi%. 

Whereas the ſaid great Level by reaſon of overflowing of thef/r 
Rivers of, &c. have been of ſmall, and uncertain profit ; but (if t 
drained) may be improved. J 

The Undertakers take it for granted , the great Level is little c 
worth, becaulſc it is burttully ſurrounded, as they falſely ſugecſt.þ, p 
Thoſe who live in the Fens and are neighbours to them, know thef| it 
COnt.Aary. 'n 

For firſt, The Fens breed infinite numbers of Horſes, Mares} 

and Colts, and all forts of other Cattel; and the Horſes and Mare 
arc kept on our Fens in Summer, which till our Land. 
Secondly, We breed and feed great ſtore of young Cattel} 
as Calves and Buds which are yearlings ; and wee keep great Daid ? 


A zQ 0D Rk o&A btwd 


ries, which afford great ſtore of Butter and Cheeſe, and multig { 
tudes of Heiters , and other Cattel are fatted en our Fens whic- 
afford Hides and Tallow. W__ To 
Thirdly, We Mow off our Fens, Fother. which feeds. ou 
Neat in Winter, which being houſed, we gather ſuch quantities olff 5 
Compoſt or Dung, that itinriches our Paſtures and Corn-ground$?: 


half in half. 
Fourthly , We keep great Flocks of Sheep. 
Fifthly, Our Fens area great relief in a dry Summer, not only t 
to the Uplanders of our own, but neighbour Countries, which oF ® 
therwile thouſands of Cattel would perith. 
Sixthly , We have great ſtore of Offer, Reed and Sedg, which 
are ſuch necſſaries as the Countries cannot want them for man 
| uſes, and ets many poor on work. | uh 
Laſtly, We have many thouſand Cottagers which live on ou! 
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þ Fens, which have no right of Common, which we connive at,other- 

wiſe they would goa begging , So that if the Undertakers take 
$ away athird part ot our Fens, they deſtroy our Paſtures and Corn- 
ground, and leſſen our Revenues proportionably, 

What is Cole-Seed, Rape and Hemp? they are but Dutch 
Commodities, and but traſh and trumpery, and pils land, in| 
reſpe& of the fore-ciced Commodities , which are the rich Oce of | 
the Commonwealth. 
; The third Exception 1s againſt what is enafted to be the parti- | 
eþ) cular bounds and limits of the great Level, mach of which wecan | 
| proveis not the Level, or hurtfully ſurroundsd. As more at large | 
e[|inche firſt Exception (which we referre our (elves unto) it may | 
| may appear. | 
' Another conſideration for the paſſing this A& is, That the: | 
$ Earl of Bedford in the 1 3 year of King Charls,had 95 000 acres de- | 
"greed to him out ofthe {aid Level. | 
$ Exception. This Decree was procured by bribing the King with | 
& 22000 acres, and in it ſelf was illegal, for they never had our con- | 
| ſents according to the 4.3. Eliz. 
W lItis furtheralleadged , That the Earl and his participants had: | 
F ade a good progrels therein. | 

Exception. The only progrefle they made, was to devide the: | 
$- 95000 acres by ſhares and Lots; for it was found by a Jury at Hun- | 
 timgton, x 4 Car. that the ſaid Earl and his participants had not me- | 
liorated the {aid Fens. 
{ Whereas it is ſuggeſted, that by reaſon of ſome interruptions, | 
| the intended benefit of the Commonwealth bath been prevented 
anddelayed. 

Exception. The interruptions they received were their own: 
A fears to proceed, becauſe their undertakings in the _—_ 
the laſt Parliament 1641: were declared againſt. "JN 
— By the AR, Breaches by inevitable accidents, are in convenicnt: / 
Fine to be repaired and made good, | 
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Excep!i'n, The Un lertakers may do what they pleaſe in conye 
'nicnr rt me, a «4{in the mean time who ſhall pay for the peoples ſubs 
ſering- ? The Commiſſioners may Judve every great floudan ing 
vitable accident, fo they will do nothing for the 95 000 acres 
| they <xcept flouds, which is the only cauſe ſome lands are hu 
ly lurrounded. F 
By the Actthe Undertakers may leave 15600 acres for bedyax 
receptacles for water,beſides meres, pools, and channels. 
Exception. Lnder this pretence they may drainthe Earl of Be 
| fords burtfully ſurrounded Lands, as Thorney Abby and Wintleſey 
and make his neighbours Lands which are yg or bettered by overalh, 
flowing, the receptacles for water. 4 
| By the AQ, no Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners of Sewers aregq 
| intermeddlc, ec. p 
| Notew hat cxtraordinary care is taken to obſtru all legal Con 
| aiſions of Scwers. 
| By the Ac, itwebe agrieved, we have no remedy but to appet | 
' to he Gommilſioners, and that in the Temple-Hall London, ti 
| ſcaventh day aſter every Term. [ 
Exception. Upon our complaint there Fuly 6. 1653, we four | 
no redretle of our agrievance. 
By the AR, the Commillioners have power by view, or othe 
wile, to adjudge and givelivery and ft ifin of our Eſt ates) 
Except. This they have done without hearing of us. ; 
By the At,the Commilſioners have power acdilcretion to ak 
our lands which they ſhall adjudge improved , though not wifhiy 
the pretended Level, to be eontributory to the Undertakers. 
Except. By this, no man knows whether his Eſtate be free or no, 
I he Parliament by the AR Declares, Thatin the adjudication 
| Care ſhall be taken, @&*c. | 
| Except, But chere was no care taken , and therefore we appeal 
to the Parliament. 
oy the AQ, Fherney Ably excepted. 


© Ic is part of th v&Level,and bucctullgſurconnded. Thi 
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he AQ repeals two Laws or Decreesof Sewers(wiz.)19 Fac. © : 
I 1.4 Carols. "I 
BEx. They were illegal, therefore in themſelves nul. : 
Wnchc A& chere are many Commiſſioners named , whereof ſome 
Wanota&t : many that have not afted ; and ſome ofthole who have 
21 whoſe names we know not, have put us ont of poſſeſſion of 
cres of our (aid Fens (unheard) by adjudging thoſe Lands 
Whncd, which were never drowned;and thoſe hurtfully ſurround. 
MWwhich are bettercd by overflowing. And thoſe Commilſioners, 
zumbly conceive, we have juſt cauſe to except againſt, 
his Ad for draining us without our conſents and againſt it, is 
mW@octher unceaſonable and unneceſſary. 
Wiclt by depriving us of the benefit of our legal Commiſſions of 
s according to the 23 of H.s.C.5, whereby each County 
their own Commiſſioners and Jurors, and every man was com- 
d once or twice every year , to {coure his part of the old drains 
ng the natural ſinks ofthe Fens) to their widneſſe and depths: 
2 Law, were it put in execution, there would very little Land 
rtfully ſurrounded. 
condly by the Statute of Improvement of 43 Eliz. C,r. 
1s proviſſſ made ſufficient for draining by way of underta- 
, which is to be by contra@ between the major part of the ow- 
and Commoners , and the Undertakers, by writing indented 
Wer their hands and Seals ; and the Undertaker is to Jay claim 
-Mothig, but what he hath ſo contracted for.See the Statute. 
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